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October 19, 1966 



MR. DE LOACH: 

RE: CRITICISM CONCERNING THE 

WARREN COMMISSION REPORT 
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Enclosed is a proposed letter to be sent to the Director by 
Sidney Epstein, City Editor of The Evening Star, asking for a statement 
to set the record straight concerning recent criticism of the Warren 
Commission Report. Epstein has agreed to cooperate, stating he 
welcomes the opportunity to set the record straight. He will formally 
prepare and sign the proposed letter and send it to the Director if we 
desire. Ke feels the statement will make an excellent front page 
feature for the "Star. " 

Also enclosed is a proposed letter in response to Epstein's 
letter and a statement to be sent to him by the Director. As the 
Director is aware, the primary reason the autopsy was not reported 
by us was the fact Secret Service had instructions from Bobby Kennedy 
! that neither the autopsy nor the X-Rays and photographs were to be 
released; however, this information is not set forth in our proposed 
'reply to Epstein's letter. 

The excerpt from the Director’s testimony was used at the 
end of the statement (page 5) as a means of strongly pointing up the 
■ fact there is not now and never has been any disagreement on the part 
; of the FBI with the findings in the official autopsy report. References 
to this part of the Director's testimony already have been published 
in various articles in this respect, particularly in the October 10, 1966, 
issue of U. S. News & World Report. On page 47 of this issue is 
stated, "FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover subsequently appeared before 
the Commission, and said the FBI concurred with the official’ autopsy 
report. " On page 50 of the same issue Arlen Specter, Assistant 

Enclosures (3) 

1 - Mr. Tolson 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Wick 
1 - Mr. Rosen 




j V r _ , r-rW ., 4 i 1,1 V i, lj vr'<‘j»rim ' in ~ jh ,vc ; . i 1 viuw-^v. . : . 

• C - O 



RE: CRITICISM CONCERNING THE 
WARREN COMMISSION REPORT 



» 




* 



Counsel of the Warren Commission, is quoted as stating, "I do know 
that the FBI itself came to the same conclusions that the Commission 
did. Mr. Hoover testified to this, and nobody in the Bureau placed 
any substantial credence in the preliminary thoughts as reflected in 
the early rqp orts. " These quoted statements are the interpretations placed 
on the Director’s testimony by the magazine writer and by Specter, and do 
not appear in the testimony. 

( Mr. Ros'dn opposes the inclusion of the excerpt from the 
Director’s testimony. He states: 

"I believe it highly undesirable to use the Director’s 
testimony in any answer to the two reports in question. • The Director’s 
testimony relates to whether the President was shot through the 
throat or whether he had been shot from the rear. This point is not 
in issue insofar as the conflict which exists concerning the December 
9th and January 13th reports. Hie issue which we deal with in our 
answer to Epstein concerns itself with whether or not there was a 
point of exit and that is pretty well established by the testimony of 
the autopsy examination and by the laboratory observations. 

”If we inject any of the Director's testimony in this matter 
it will be immediately seized upon and can be reasonably expected that 
the Warren Commission will be taken off the hook. It can also be 
expected once it is raised, the question as to where the shot came 
from and various other matters concerning possible conspiracies, 
etc., will be raised. 



"The Director’s testimony has never been criticized 
according to my recollection up to this point. " 



V 






&v\ 

l‘* 



RESPECTFULLY, 

1Y 



R. E. 



WICK 



SEE ADDENDUM ON PAGE 3 BY C. D. DE LOACH, 10/20/66 
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ADDENDUM BY C. D. DE LOACH, 10/20/66: 



ii3 

*-1 



While I disagree with Mr. Rosen and believe it is satisfactory 
to use the Director’s excerpt, particularly in view of the fact that this excerpt 
has been published before and more importantly the fact that usage of a quote 
• from the Director would lend great strength, I would like to point out that the 
rcriticism of the Warren Commission Report has d i ed do wn_considerably within 
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ast several days and will no doubt die down more within the next few weeks. 

\yhe issuance of a statement by the Director at this time would v - 
It may be that the Director will want me to see Justice 



j only revive the issue. 
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better part of logic not to issue any statement at this time. 



oV- V * I Fortas and point out this fact to him, stating at the same time that perhaps 
^ it would be the bette: 
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If the Director does instruct that this statement be issued, it 
would be well to point out that the "Evening Star" will not only print the 
statement but will also have Jerry O’Leary, who is very experienced in 
writing about the assassination, elaborate and explain thoroughly the Director’s 
statement. 

If the Director does have the statement issued, it is felt we 
should definitely clear it with the Department before issuance. 



CDD:amr 
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